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COURSE DESCRIPTION
“No president will feel obliged to limit advice to flow charts prescribed by schools of public administration. . . .”  --Henry Kissinger

PUB AFFS 678.02, the signature course of the Washington Academic Internship Program, consists of weekly class discussions, common readings, guest speakers, and field trips that exploit the unique resources of the Washington area.  The seminar brings together upper-division students from a number of disciplines to study the process of domestic and foreign policy making.  Students in this course – referred to as Glenn Fellows – interact with experts in various fields, participate in focused discussion of public policy issues, and learn about various career opportunities in the public service.  Common readings provide history, theory, and tools useful for policy analysis.
COURSE OBJECTIVES AND OUTCOMES
Each student will gain valuable exposure to a range of current public policy issues and the competing interests and actors involved in the creation of legislation and policy.  The readings, papers, and seminar discussions will consider enduring issues in American public affairs as well as issues of special contemporary importance.  Students will be encouraged to think about the appropriate role of technical expertise in the decision-making process.  The goal of the seminar, and of the Washington Academic Internship Program more generally, is to cultivate the skills of observation, analysis, and expression that make for active citizenship.
THE JOHN GLENN SCHOOL OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS

The John Glenn School of Public Affairs is an academic unit at the Ohio State University that offers coursework at the undergraduate, Masters and doctoral levels in public affairs.  Courses emphasize the interconnection between policy making and the management of the organizations and networks of organizations that tackle public problems.  At the undergraduate level, the School offers courses that are included in the College of Social and Behavioral Science Minor in Public Policy and International Studies baccalaureate degree, as well as undergraduate co-curricular programs with the Glenn School Learning Community and the First Year Experience Leadership Collaborative (Academic Affairs FYE).  This course – PUB AFFS 678.02 – is offered only in Washington, D.C.  The Washington Academic Internship Program has three component parts: the internship (PUB AFFS 589), the policy seminar (PUB AFFS 678.02), and the policy paper (PUB AFFS 679.02).  Students in the program, also known as John Glenn Fellows, take all three courses concurrently.  PUB AFFS 678.02 may be counted as a free-elective course in most Ohio State University undergraduate degree programs.  Before enrolling in the course, students should meet with the Glenn School’s advising staff and their primary undergraduate advisor to determine how the course can be included in their degree program of study.
ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING GUIDELINES
Students will be asked to write four short papers, each of which will count for 20% of the final course grade.  Writing is important because “the act of composition, or creation, disciplines the mind; writing is one way to go about thinking, and the practice and habit of writing not only drain the mind but supply it, too.”
  One of the goals of the Washington Academic Internship Program is to encourage students to write quickly and professionally and to turn assignments around efficiently.  (Please see weekly schedule below.)  The grade for each paper will be determined by the quality and clarity of the analysis, the cogency of the prose, and the pertinence and accuracy of source citations (if any).  
The weekly seminars and other events provide opportunities for refining oral skills and verbal engagement with others.  The instructor places a premium on thoughtful discussion, cogent commentary, active listening, and—in part because Glenn Fellows are representatives of the university—respectful and courteous demeanor.  Twenty per cent (20%) of each student’s final course grade will be based on the quality of his or her contribution to the ongoing exchange of ideas in the Carmen discussion board and during seminars, field trips, and lectures.
COMMON READINGS FOR PURCHASE
There are six basic texts for this course:
· Bardach, Eugene.  A Practical Guide for Policy Analysis:  The Eightfold Path to More Effective Problem Solving.  3nd ed.  Washington:  CQ Press, 2008.
· Best, Joel.  More Damned Lies and Statistics:  How Numbers Confuse Public Issues.  Berkeley:  University of California Press, 2004.
· Congressional Research Service, “U.S. Health Care Spending:  Comparison with Other OECD Countries,” prepared for Members and Committees of Congress by Chris L. Peterson and Rachel Burton, Domestic Social Policy Division (September 17, 2007).
· Dessler, Andrew E. and Edward A. Parson.  The Science and Politics of Global Climate Change:  A Guide to the Debate.  New York:  Cambridge University Press, 2006.
· Mann, Thomas E., and Norman J. Ornstein, The Broken Branch:  How Congress is Failing America and How to Get It Back on Track.  New York:  Oxford, 2008.
· Ricks, Thomas E.  The Gamble:  General David Petraeus and the American Military Adventure in Iraq.  New York:  Penguin, 2009.
The CRS study of U.S. health care spending is available via Carmen.  Students should purchase the other five books before coming to Washington, D.C., taking care to secure the proper editions.  Amazon and other high-volume vendors offer used books at a considerable discount.  Students may also consider purchasing two useful reference works:

· Strunk, William, Jr., and E. B. White, The Elements of Style.  4th ed.  New York:  Longman, 2000.

· American Political Science Association Committee on Publications, Style Manual for Political Science, revised August 2006 (and available on-line at http://www.ipsonet.org/data/files/APSAStyleManual2006.pdf).  
The instructor also asks that students read a daily newspaper, preferably The Washington Post.
WRITING ASSIGNMENTS AND ADDITIONAL READINGS
There are four short writing assignments:

1. Paper #1:  “Methodological Critique of an Exemplary Policy Paper”

2. Paper #2:  “Damned Lies, Statistics, and Global Climate Change”
3. Paper #3:  “(An Issue Discussed in The Broken Branch) and Its Bearing on the Current Policy Agenda”

4. Paper #4:  “Lord Salisbury and the U.S. Military Surge in Iraq” (Lord Salisbury is associated with the following observation:  “There is no such thing as a fixed policy, because policy like all organic entities is always in the making.”)
All four papers should contain formal references to at least one external source, and citations should conform to the rules set down in one of the standard reference works.  
ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct:  http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp.

DISABILITY SERVICES
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
CLASS SCHEDULE
Please note:  The seminar meets on Wednesday mornings, but the course also involves study tours, guest speakers from a variety of policy areas, relevant outside briefings, and an end-of-term reception.  Most of these events are scheduled for Wednesday afternoons or Tuesday evenings. 
Move-in day:  June 21, 2009.

Orientation Session:  June 22, 8:30 a.m., 239 Massachusetts Avenue, N.E.

Week One (June 24):  Public Policy and the National Capital
· National Park Service, “The L’Enfant and McMillan Plans”:  http:///www.nps.gov/history/nr/travel/wash/lenfant.htm.
· Charles E. Lindblom, “The Science of ‘Muddling Through,’” Public Administration Review, Spring, 1959, pp. 79-88.
Week Two (July 1):  Introduction to Policy Analysis

· Eugene Bardach, Practical Guide, entire book.
· Arnold J. Meltsner, “Political Feasibility and Policy Analysis,” Public Administration Review, November/December, 1972, pp. 859-867.
Week Three (July 8):  Quantitative Analysis and Public Discourse
· Joel Best, More Damned Lies and Statistics, entire book.
· [Louis Menand essay deleted]
· Paper #1 due.

Week Four (July 15):  Policy Analysis and Climate Change

· Dessler and Parson, The Science and Politics of Global Climate Change:  A Guide to the Debate, entire book.
· Paper #2 due.
Saturday, July 18:  Field trip to Mount Vernon

· [Strictly for fun]:  Joel Achenbach, The Grand Idea:  George Washington’s Potomac and the Race to the West (New York:  Simon & Schuster, 2005), entire book.
Week Five (July 22):  Legislating and Rulemaking
· Mann and Ornstein, The Broken Branch, entire book.
· INS v. Chadha, 462 U.S. 919 (1983).

· Paper #3 due.

Week Six (July 29):  Foreign Policymaking
· Thomas E. Ricks, The Gamble:  General David Petraeus and the American Military Adventure in Iraq, entire book.
· Graham T. Allison, Conceptual Models and the Cuban Missile Crisis,” American Political Science Review, September, 1969, pp. 689-718.
· Paper #4 due.
Week Seven (August 5):  Health Care Spending in the United States
· Congressional Research Service, “U.S. Health Care Spending:  Comparison with Other OECD Countries”:  http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/RL34175_20070917.pdf.
Week Eight (August 12):

· Private appointments with instructor to discuss policy papers.

Week Nine (August 19): 

· Policy Paper Presentations
· Policy Paper due (in Carmen dropbox and hard copy) Friday, August 21, 5:00 p.m.
August 22:  Move-out day.
� Henry A. Kissinger, “Team of Heavyweights,” The Washington Post, December 5, 2008, A25.  The citations in this syllabus are based on The Chicago Manual of Style:  The Essential Guide for Writers, Editors, and Publishers, 14th ed. (Chicago:  University of Chicago Press, 1993).








� William Strunk, Jr., and E.B. White, The Elements of Style (New York:  Longman, 2000), p. 70.
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